
Ryle Seminary 
Course: Pauline Epistles 

Fall 2019 

Professor: Dr. Pierre Constant 

Assessment: Class Work: 70%; Exam: 30% 

Prerequisites: See Textbooks, Presupposed (below) 

Dates: Mondays, 10:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. (10 Mondays, starting September 9). 

 

Course Description 

This course is designed to help students to understand Paul’s epistles and to locate them chronologically and 

theologically in Paul’s apostolic ministry. We will devote ourselves mainly to the study of Paul’s letters to the 

Romans, Corinthians, Galatians, and to the Pastoral Epistles (1-2 Timothy and Titus). Other Pauline epistles 

might be covered in class, but should certainly be covered by reading the textbooks. 

Objectives 

 To articulate the importance of studying Pauline epistles in light of their historical context 

 To articulate the message of the gospel as found in Paul’s epistles 

 To understand and articulate an evangelical interpretation of Paul’s ministry in light of other 

contemporary approaches 

 To apply Pauline Epistles and Pauline Theology to the Pastoral and Christian Ministry 

Outline 

Introductory Matters 

 A Survey of Paul’s Life and Ministry 

 The Paul of Acts and the Paul of the Epistles 

 The Gospel in Pauline Theology 

A Study of Eight Pauline Epistles 

 Galatians, 1-2 Corinthians, Romans, Ephesians, 1-2 Timothy and Titus 

Theological Matters 

 The New Perspective on Paul 

 Salvation and Reconciliation in Paul 

 Use of the Old Testament in Pauline Epistles 

 

 



TEXTBOOKS 

Presupposed (students should be familiar with the following) 

Carson, D. A., and Douglas J. Moo, An Introduction to the New Testament, 2d ed. Grand Rapids: 

 Zondervan, 2005. 

Required 

Bruce, F. F.  Paul: Apostle of the Heart Set Free. Grand Rapids : Eerdmans, 1977. Paperback edition, 2000. Read 

at least the sections on the epistles mentioned in this syllabus. More details in class. 

Schreiner, Thomas R. Paul: Apostle of God’s Glory in Christ. A Pauline Theology. Downers Grove: 

 InterVarsity, 2001. Specific sections to be announced. 

Highly Recommended 

Schreiner, Thomas R. Interpreting the Pauline Epistles, 2d ed. Guides to New Testament Exegesis. Grand 

 Rapids : Baker, 2011. 

Class format will include lecture and discussion. Course grades will be based upon reading and knowledgeable 

class participation, assignments, and the final exam. 

CLASS REQUIREMENTS 

1. Reading, Class Participation, and Reading Report (20%) 

Knowledgeable participation depends substantially upon careful reading (see schedule). Participants are 

required to contribute to class discussions in a meaningful way. It is expected that each student will have read 

the material carefully and arrived at the discussion with insights upon the text and thoughtful questions for 

discussion. Participation will be evaluated according to the quality (not necessarily quantity) of interventions. 

Students must submit a reading report (to be provided by the instructor on the first day of class) along with the 

final exam. 

 

2. Eight-to Ten-Page Paper (50%) 

Students are required to prepare a research paper dealing with a topic of their choice (to be approved by the 

professor before the end of class). This paper should contain a bibliography of at least 15 entries. More details 

TBA. 

In all work, including written work, you are obliged to pay careful attention to matters of intellectual property, 

honesty and integrity. As sensitivities differ depending on cultural background concerning plagiarism, students 

should read carefully the guidelines outlined in the School Handbook and the relevant section in Diana Hacker 

and Nancy Sommers’ A Pocket Style Manual (6th spiral ed. Boston : Bedford, 2011), 304 pages (ISBN 978-0312-

542542). This book is a gem of conciseness, and is highly recommended! Unfortunately, not knowing the rules or 

not consulting with your professor cannot be considered a valuable excuse. 

 

3. Final Exam: 30% 

Details to be announced in class (to be held the last two hours of class) 


